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Objective:  To provide an educational 3 session workshop for juniors and seniors in high school that will have them explore their natural gifts and talents to determine if after graduation, they should pursue specialized training, college, or entrepreneurial opportunities.  It will also help individuals discover a career path that is most suitable for their needs and natural abilities.  The workshop effectively addresses the core themes relative to finances, the economy and entrepreneurship.  The students will develop a plan of action for their lives.

This workshop is designed to motivate participants to set personal and career goals.  Realistic goals are based on natural talents, desires, education, and training.  Many people need help learning how to discover those talents and help finding ways to get the training and education necessary.

This class will encourage participants to:

· Think strategically about their future

· Set achievable goals and a plan of action

· Focus on natural gifts and talents

· Learn proper money management
· Create a success timeline

Key points to address during the workshop:

· Identifying one’s natural talents doesn’t require a college degree

· How to overcome obstacles and financial obligations

· Winning the battle of the mind and overcoming personal tragedy

· What to do when everything else fails

· Practical steps that will encourage self-empowerment, specifically during times of trouble

· The proper management of money creates options

· The importance of maintaining excellent personal credit

Financial Planning and Investments Agenda

Instructor:  Nicole B. Simpson, CFP®

www.NicolebSimpson.com
908-361-2345

1-877-78 PLAN A

Nicole@nicolebsipmpson.com 

BUDGET WORKSHEET

	CATEGORY
	MONTHLY BUDGET AMOUNT
	MONTHLY ACTUAL AMOUNT
	DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
ACTUAL AND BUDGET

	INCOME:
	 
	 
	 

	Wages Paid
	 
	 
	 

	Bonuses
	 
	 
	 

	Interest Income
	 
	 
	 

	Capital Gains Income
	 
	 
	 

	Dividend Income
	 
	 
	 

	Miscellaneous Income
	 
	 
	 

	INCOME SUBTOTAL
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	EXPENSES:
	 
	 
	 

	Mortgage or Rent
	 
	 
	 

	TV
	 
	 
	 

	Telephone
	 
	 
	 

	Home Repairs/Maintenance
	 
	 
	 

	Car Payments
	 
	 
	 

	Gasoline/Oil
	 
	 
	 

	Auto Repairs/Maintenance/Fees
	 
	 
	 

	Other Transportation (tolls, bus, subway, etc.)
	 
	 
	 

	Child Care
	 
	 
	 

	Auto Insurance
	 
	 
	 

	Home Owners/Renters Insurance
	 
	 
	 

	Computer Expense
	 
	 
	 

	Entertainment/Recreation
	 
	 
	 

	Groceries
	 
	 
	 

	Toiletries, Household Products
	 
	 
	 

	Clothing
	 
	 
	 

	Eating Out
	 
	 
	 

	Gifts/Donations
	 
	 
	 

	Healthcare (medical/dental/vision, inc. insurance)
	 
	 
	 

	Hobbies
	 
	 
	 

	Interest Expense (mortgage, credit cards, fees)
	 
	 
	 

	Magazines/Newspapers
	 
	 
	 

	Federal Income Tax
	 
	 
	 

	State Income Tax
	 
	 
	 

	Social Security/Medicare Tax
	 
	 
	 

	Personal Property tax
	 
	 
	 

	Pets
	 
	 
	 

	Miscellaneous Expense
	 
	 
	 

	EXPENSES SUBTOTAL
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	NET INCOME (INCOME LESS EXPENSES)
	 
	 
	 


· What are your mandatory monthly expenses?

· Where you are spending unnecessary money each month?

· Establish an account where you don’t have easy access. 

· Check on your job to see if you can have multiple direct deposit accounts.

· Set aside how long you believe it will take to accumulate your emergency cash.  

· Determine how much money you can commit to saving each pay period.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

The Ultimate Plan Workbook

“You are a Business”

This workbook is designed for individuals who desire to dictate the outcome of their future instead of allowing their circumstances to define their success or failure in life.  You have to desire more than what society expects from you.  You have dreams, goals, desires, and a gift that can help you achieve everything you seek and more!  How do you know when your gift is the conduit to your financial freedom?  Furthermore, how do you create a business out of your gift?  Discover your gifts and learn how to turn it into a business today!  

LET’S GET STARTED!

What am I good at?

______________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Does this ability come to me naturally?   
□ Yes

□ No

If I had my choice, what would I do with my life?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Compare your talent with your desire.  Are they similar?  How do they differ? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Can I become financially free doing what I love?
□ Yes

□ No
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As a little girl, I realized that I had the ability to captivate an audience.  When I spoke, people listened.  Now someone might think that acting would be ideal with that type of talent.  However, I desired to be an attorney and a politician.  I could see myself convincing people that my way was the right way.  This is still what I do today.  However, I convince people to spend and save their money wisely.

Perhaps you are great with animals, or maybe you have a way with young people that make your family and friends to seek you for advice when they’re having problems their children?  Do you find that family dinners are always at your house because people love your cooking?  Do you have an eye for design and people ask you to help decorate their homes?  

The examples listed above are just a few ways that you can turn a natural gift into a lifelong business.  Often what you are good at and what you love to do go hand in hand.  It’s time for you to take a serious look at your natural gifts, because major opportunities may be available.  There may be doors of opportunities!  Will you recognize an open door?  

Example: I know a woman that has the uncanny ability to shop for groceries at an average of 25% of the retail cost.  How?  Every Monday she goes to the newspaper distribution house after studying the sales circulars for the week.  She matches her coupons with sales and patiently goes from store to store with a plan of action.  The end result is two-fold.  She spends a minimal amount of money on groceries and she built a business utilizing that gift.  How?  The woman realized that charitable organizations love to distribute food gift baskets for senior citizens throughout the year and to families during the holidays.  She created prototype basket and then solicited her services to churches by offering to create baskets for them at discounted rates.  She charges the church 50%-60% of the original bill as a fee.  Not only is the church saving an average of 25%-35% and avoiding labor costs, they’ve been able to serve more people in their community.  What about the woman?  Her business is booming!

This is an example of an unusual gift!  However, I chose that example because it’s totally outside of the box and creative.  

EXPLORING OPPORTUNITIES: 

Now lets begin to explore entrepreneurial opportunities that you can consider taking a risk on.  Your objective should be to maintain a balance between the ability to receive a steady income stream and the opportunity to make a difference in other people’s lives.  

What idea or “out-of-the-box” business can you come up with that uses your gifts and talents?

Where do you see yourself with this specific gift in five years?  If you had your way, what would a business look like to you?  Be very specific.  

*Personal note:  The best way to see if a plan is a good plan is to first write it out and read it to back yourself.  Does it make sense?  Do you see yourself as a CEO within your own company doing what you love best?  Can you contribute to an existing company and have a profound impact in that industry?
Name your company or a company you would love to work for:
______________________________________________________________________

Write the vision and make it plain.  (This is also known as a mission statement).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Nicole’s Vision:

After sharing my ability with you, it would only be fitting if I shared my vision as well.  The first time I wrote what I desired, I actually pictured myself at a convention speaking to thousands of people about finances.  It’s now several years later, and although I’ve entertained hundreds, I’m still waiting for my audience of thousands.  However, I haven’t given up on the vision!  I’ve been blessed to be in front of millions on television, radio and in the print media, but I’m still waiting for the audience of thousands.  I believe my ability will create that opportunity for me.  I also believe your ability, talents, and gifts will do the same for you.  

ESTABLISHING A SUPPORT SYSTEM:

You’ve determined your true calling, you’ve envisioned yourself walking into your destiny and now how do you make that happen?   Sharing your vision based on your talent with others will allow those individuals to assist you creatively with options of how to get started.  After all, that is what deters people, because they don’t know where to begin.  However, be careful!  You can’t share your dream with everyone.   

Name three people who have supported you in the past.

1) _______________________________

2) _______________________________

3) _______________________________

Name three people in your community that you have always admired.

1) _______________________________

2) _______________________________

3) _______________________________
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Put this workbook down and write the first three individuals a letter sharing what you are attempting to do and request their feedback.

P.S.  If you do not have any people to share your dream with, share it with me!  You can write me at: 

Nicole B. Simpson

P.O. Box 723

Scotch Plains NJ  07076-0723

We will not allow your dreams to die!

OVERCOMING FAILURES:

Nicole’s Experience: 

I want to share with you a past failure.  I have never truly felt like I achieved the success I anticipated with my first book.  This is because I haven’t taken advantage of every available opportunity to ensure people are aware of disaster planning.  So, I’ve decided to revise the book and publish a second edition.  I originally kept this thought to myself.  First, I wanted to make sure that my ego wasn’t involved.  Secondly, I had to encourage myself to move forward.  After all, a reason why many people don’t succeed is because they talk themselves out of their destiny.  They’re afraid of what others might think or give up because they didn’t get the results they were seeking the first time.  This is why you have to be careful about who your share your vision with.  Maybe in the past you shared your ideas with the wrong people and they told you that you were chasing a dream, it wasn’t possible, or that you couldn’t do it.  I could go on and on with the negative things people will tell you.  

As for me, I couldn’t shake the feeling that I had more to accomplish.  So, I went back to the drawing board.  I had already identified the gift and written the vision.  It never changed.   But this time around I shared the vision with other people.  When I shared my vision with other people, they began to add to my idea and now the second edition of my book will soon be out!

Take this time out to reflect on some past mistakes you made in your life.  After all, denying your past isn’t going to assist you in changing your destiny.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What were some of the negative statements you heard in the past?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Acknowledging your faults and shortcoming is not to hurt you, but to make you stronger.  Each time you decide you cannot make it, read what you have said and what others have said about you in your past, and be determined to prove them wrong! Success is the greatest form of revenge.

THE NEXT STEP – WORK!

What’s next?  Now you must work.  Most people do not realize their maximum potential because they are always in the planning stages.  There is so much time spent daydreaming about the vision and talking, that the actual work never takes place.  But understand this, now it’s time to move.  The path to your destiny must begin step by step.  These next steps cannot be accomplished until you are released, but you now know where to go and what to do because you have already done the legwork.  You have a vision!

In the meantime, take advantage of the library that’s available to you.  Research how you would like to operate your business.  Would you like to be a sole proprietor?  Is there someone who shares your dream with you and will support you 100% by giving you an option to establish a partnership? Other choices include an S corporation, C corporation and Limited Liability Corporation.  How you incorporate (establish) your business is primarily based on your personal goals and objectives.  Once you name your company and incorporate your business, you must file for a federal tax id number.  Why?  This is the number that identifies your company with the federal government for all income earned by your new business.  This is required by law.   

I know what you’re getting ready to ask next.  Nicole, how do I accomplish all of that?  Quite easily!  

Step 1: The first thing you need to do after picking a name for your company is to go to your local county clerks office and check the court records to see if your name is being used.  If not, file your company name and business in the state where you intend to transact business.  At the county records office, they will assist you with the proper forms so that you don’t mess up.  There is a minimal cost that varies state by state, but normally it’s less than $100.  One word of caution – if you decide to establish an LLC, an S Corp or a regular corporation, I strongly encourage you to solicit the advice of a certified public accountant to establish the business properly leaving no room for error.  This direction may cost you a little more money but its well worth it.
One word of encouragement:  You can begin to operate your business as a sole proprietorship without formalizing the business until the end of any calendar year.  However, if that is the direction you take, USE ANY FUNDS YOU RECEIVE IN THE BEGINNING OF YOUR BUSINESS TO FORMALIZE YOUR COMPANY.

Step 2: Immediately go to your local bank with your business forms and at least $100.  Open a business checking account.  From this moment forward, anything financial transactions done on behalf of your business should be completed out of this account.  Any income earned should be deposited into this account and not your personal account.  DO NOT COMMINGLE THE FUNDS!  You will only confuse yourself and blur the business and your personal assets.  

Step 3: The next item on your agenda is finding someone who is in the same field as you are.  Maybe they will serve as your mentor or just answer some questions for you.  I suggest you set up a meeting with someone and ask questions, questions, questions.  Use the computer to go online and see if someone is advertising their services in the same industry.  Have them send you as much information as possible because you want to see how they’re making money and how you can too.  After all, that’s why you’re going through all of these changes anyway – to fulfill your destiny and to make some money.


What if I don’t desire to go into business on my own?  What can I do?  First, research what careers that are available to you.  Please note there are careers that will not line up with your natural talents and/or skills that you may have had your heart set on pursuing.  I know many young adults that realize that during their junior and senior years in college and shift their major.  This prolongs your stay at the college and also increases your potential student loan obligations.  You may want to consider at least 2-3 fields that will include utilization of those talents.

List five career options:

1) ______________________________

2) ______________________________

3) ______________________________

4) ______________________________

5) ______________________________

Measure your gifts/talents verses your career options. How do they line up with each other?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

BE PREPARED!  

Begin to develop answers for questions that an employer may ask you.

What will separate you from the other candidates that are seeking employment with said organization.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If given an opportunity to work with said company, how will you serve as a valuable asset?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why should a company hire you?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Okay – we are now going back to the individuals interested in becoming entrepreneurs. 

The last thing you can do before your release is to create a marketing strategy.  Marketing is the key to any business surviving.  People can’t support you if they don’t know that you exist.  

Here are some tips that should be included so that you can move forward aggressively:

1) Create a website or hire someone to do this for you.

2) Network, Network, Network!  It’s not always what you know, but who you know!

3) Spread the word!  Everyone you come into contact with should know about your new business.  Word-of-mouth is still the #1 marketing tool.

4) Contact your local newspaper organizations and television shows for free publicity.

5) Contact any branch of the Small Business Association in your community.  Most states offer free services and grants for new business owners, especially if you’re a woman and/or a minority.

Follow these steps and “The Ultimate Plan” and you will soon be Open for Business!  

ONE FINAL NOTE: I know the benefits of being an entrepreneur and I encourage anyone with the discipline and fortitude to go forth boldly.  It will be challenging, and you will face mountains and obstacles, but skills, integrity, discipline and willingness to work hard are all of the ingredients you need for success.  I am standing in agreement that you will succeed in every area of your life.  To each individual who operates in the support role such as our civil servants, your contributions are invaluable.  Good luck and God bless you!

“Discovery consists of looking at the same thing as everyone else and thinking something different.” 

Roger von Oech
About the Instructor: Nicole B. Simpson CFP® 

Nicole B. Simpson is a compelling motivational speaker and certified financial planner with over 17 years of experience in the finance industry who is actively involved in emotional and economic empowerment in the penal system, the education system, and not for profit organizations. A practicing financial planner with her own firm, she has impacted the lives of millions of people through her workshops, seminars, and writings.  As a radio and television personality, and author, Ms. Simpson travels throughout the United States empowering men and women who have suffered catastrophic and traumatic events, and teaching basic financial principles. Nicole’s effectiveness lies in her willingness to share her own personal tragedies of child abuse, sexual assault and surviving the tragedy of 9/11/2001.  

Nicole’s commitment is to provide individuals with directions on how to become financially stable and successful.  This workshop has been specifically designed to provoke the thought for young adults, “If money were not an issue, what would be your life purpose”.  Already because of these workshops in various public schools, for community groups, and religious conferences throughout the United States, people’s perspective on life has been changed. Mrs. Simpson is able to relate to the impact of disaster and tragedy, and her overcoming these obstacles compels individuals to take action in their own lives.  This learning series will change the lives of all attendees.
She is the visionary and CEO of Harvest Wealth Financial LLC. and the Power of Gospel Ministries. Nicole has written three books; “Planning for A Reason, a Season, and a Lifetime”, “The Ultimate Plan…A Financial Survival Guide for Life’s Unexpected Events” which was nationally distributed through Tate Publishing and her latest release, “Dare 2 Dream”. She is also a contributing writer for AIRPLAY 360 and Prisonworld Magazine and she is the host of The Power of Gospel TV and radio shows. In 2010, she is embarking on a national campaign Dare to Dream with me encouraging everyone to begin pursuing their heart’s desires. Nicole B. Simpson lives with her husband and her two children.  For further information about the life and ministry of Nicole, log onto www.nicolebsimpson.com or call 1-877-78 PLAN A.
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      THINKING OUTSIDE OF THE BOX:
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Question…
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